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peculiar character, and are each dif 
tinguiſned by their particular ſentimento 
and manners. Time, however, which is 
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which they are compoſed, and the circum- 
ſtxtices by which they" are affected, con- 
tributes alſo with a fleady, though ſome- 
times imperceptible influence, to change 
that character, and thoſe ſentiments and 
"manners, Like men, too, nations have 3 
their growth, their vigour, and their fall; 
and their exiſtence is prolonged, or their 
ruin accelerated, according as virtue or vice 
predominates among the inhabitants. In 
this iſland, the changes of character, ſen- 
timents, and manners, have at different 
periods been various and important; and 
the inveſtigation of thoſe changes and their 
conſequences, would gratify curioſity, and 
afford much inſtruction. We are chiefly 

concerned, however, with the preſent pe- 

riod ; nor would our time permit us to 

take ſuch a view of our paſt hiſtory, as . 
would anſwer the en of cu- 
Tlioſity, or of oſeßelneſo. 1 dada 1 En 

| | At preſent, en 1 | 
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among other things, we are diſtinguiſhed 
| ling, to which, no former æra of our hillg; 
quence of this, many amongſt us have be- 
come impatient of all legal reſtraint, and 
unfriendly to that mode of government, 
vith which our anceſtors were pleaſed, and 
under which they were happy. Our Preſſes 
teem with writings on che ſuhject of civil 
government beyond all precedent; and po- 
through the temoteſt corners of the nation, 
why, and who are endeavouring to amend 
what they appear not to underſtand. The 
fatal bait, too, 1s; unfortunately {wallowed | 
with avidity by the unwary multitude; be- 


auauſe, Whilſt it flatters their pride, and 


raiſes with, expeRation their ſelfiſh paſ- 
| pily lulls their reaſon aſleep, 


n che conſe» 
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quences, and from taking warning by vhs / 
examples of paſt ages, or the ſtill more 


dreadful example” of the preſent. 
The (contagion has even . os 
churches ; and places ſet apart for religious 
inſtruction, have too often reſounded with 
the doctrines of civil polity. Some Chriſti- 
an teachers, of various denominations, for- 
getting the inoffenſive character of their 
Divine Maſter, the Prince of peace, and 
Lord of righteouſneſs, have aſſumed the 
office of legiſlators, and have contributed 
to the diſſemination of civil diſſention and 
political diſcontent; and it has in conſe · 
quence been thought neceſſary, by thoſe of 
amore reſpectable character, to take the 
ſame method of anſwering the fallacious 
reaſonings of thoſe unworthy diſturbers of 
the national tranquillity, who, as a moſt 
learned and acute e critic® has\well obſetv 
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every CONSCIENTIOUS troubler of che 
public peace, have artfully availed them 

ſelves to ſilence the clamour of expoſtula- 
Eton. Turn! Txurn! is their general 
«.cry; and with this hopeful pretence, pru- 
dence and humility, and every amiable 
and uſeful virtue are left hehind; while 
© conSCI ENCE (conſcience ) blindly ruſhes 


« forward to oppoſe order, inſult authority, 


© and- overturn” the cuſtoms of ages.” 
Theſe artful levellers do not ſhow their 
eloven foot at once; but with the cunning 

of the grand deceiver, who appeared as an 
angel of light, they put on the ſemblance 
of truth, and in outward appeatance, the 
| innocence of ſaints. It becomes; then, à ſe- 
rious duty to oppoſe them, and to prevent 
the people from being miſled on a ſubject 


and which certainly may affect theit fu: 
that lpkewarmneſs in religion, an d laxity 


L 
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ef morals, which are alſo prominent fea- 
tures in our national character, plead fo ef- 
fectually for the licentiouſneſs, which of 
late years has been denominated- liberty, 
that the ſtrongeſt arguments for civil or- 
der and political uneneettas are ne- 
1 ten die 
Thus, our 8 vices are as true cau- 
Cabin public danger, and give real ef- 
| fect to the inſidious deſigns of our foreign 
and domeſtic enemies; and the reformation 
of theſe vices, is the only means by which 
we ean avoid this danger, and, either as 
| eurity. For without private virtue, and 
individual religion, the wiſeſt ſchemes of 


politics muſt eventually be ineffectual, | 


and the beſt civil conſtitution muſt-quick- 
ly decay. Let us, then, beware how we at 
tend to the deceitful repreſentations of 
the minions of ſedition, who have in this 
age decorated themſelves with the gorge : 
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words of an inſpired Apoſtle, who was 


himſelf a man of no mean abilities, and of 
no contemptible learning, let us beware | 
leſt any man ſpoil us through philoſophy 


and vain deceit, after the tradition of 
men, after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Chriſt;“ 


author, let us, as ſtrangers and pilgrims; 
L abſtain from: fleſkly: luſts, which, war 
< apainſt the ſoul ; having our converſation 
© honeſt among the nations; that whereas 
they ſpeak againſt us as evil-doers, they 


© behold; glorify God in the day of viſi · 
* tation ; and let us ſuabmit ourſelves to 
s every ordinance: of man, for the Lord's 
* ſake; whether it be to the king as ſu-· 
preme; or unto governors, as unto 
© them that are ſent by him, for the pu- 
niſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe 


1 * of 


leſs: emphatic words of another inſpired 


0 „ 


vel thew thx do b For fo le he will 
of God, chat with well-doing, we may 
put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh' 
ment as free, yet not uſing our liberty 
for a cloak of :maliciouſteſs, but as the 
_ * ſervants of God. From theſe important 


words of the Apoſtle, we learn that the 


true cauſe of political depravity, and, of 
conſequence, national ruin, is a want of 
practical religion; and that the luſts of the | 
fleſh, as, they are enemies to virtue and to 


Chriſtianity, are equally, unfriendly to the 
inſtitutions of civil government, and the 
reſtraints: of law. With great propriety, 
then, the inſpired author commands us to 


. abſtain from private vices, before he en- 


joins the neceſſity of obedience to thoſe in 
authority: and by thus deſtroying the 
cauſe of turbulence and diſobedience, he | 
renders ſuch ſubmiſſion perfectly eafy. 
Theſe injunctions he ſanctions, by decha- 
fing ak Silt; 18 mm will of God; and welf 


knowing 
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knowing how apt men are to drive things 
to extremes, and to abuſe the greateſt bleſ- 
lings, he cautions us againſt uſing our li- 
berty for à cloak of malicioufneſs, and 
ſhews the neceſſity of employing it to be- 
come more ſincerely and de the 

ſervants of God. | 
By purſuing a conduct Wen to this 
however, mankind have fallen ſhort of that 
happineſs, which is the end of all our wiſhes, 
and which is the pretended object of the 
plans of modern reformers; yet that a very 
cotifiderable ſhare of | happineſs" and tran- 
quillity might be attained even in this world, 
from a ſtrict obedience to the divine com- 
mands, is moſt certain. For it is evident 
beyond all poſſibility of diſpute, that the 
intention of the Deity in creating man, 
was to promote human happineſs, and all 
the diſpenſations he has been pleaſed to 
unfold to us, have had the ſame tendency. 
But Oe ſuch was certainly the inten- 
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tion of our Creator, and ſuch. the purpoſe 
of his providence, the end has never beeti * 
attained ; and miſery has been predominant 
in every age. It was firſt brought into 
the world by ſin, and it has ever fance 
continued amongſt us from the ſame cauſe, 
Our , innotence was forfeited for the 
gratification of a paltry - appetite, and a 
fooliſh curioſity, which prompted our firſt 
parents in direct defiance of the divine 
command, to gratify their palate and their 
defire to know good and evil. Since that 
unfortunate period, the malignity of hu; 
man paſſions has increaſed the miſeries of 
human life to an aſtoniſhing degree. For 
though the avowed purpoſe of all the ſons 
and daughters of Adam in their ſeveral _ 
purſuits is the attainment. of happineſs, 
they have generally been deceived by their 
luſts, their appetites and paſſions; and hav- 
ing miflaken the road which leads to it, they 
have found only an increaſe of miſery. 
„ i Ik hey 


have ſeldom endeavoured to find it where 


"£4 98; 
They have ſought ic in the buſtle of public 
life, or in the gratification of violent paſ· 
ſions, in the purſuits of ſcience; or in the 
enjoyment of ſociety; but they have ne- 
glected the fmall ftill woice of religion, and 


however true happineſs is only to be found, 
in the purſuits of private I in 
obeying the laws of God. hr 
Nor have nations and ae eee 
ties been more ſucceſsful than pri vate in- 
dividuals. For, depending too much on 
external policy, and viewing religion mere- 
ly as an engine of ſtate, the rulers of the 
world have generally found their ſchemes 
fail them in the day of calamity; and 
when, through di ſſatis faction or diſap- 
pointment, the people have become tired 
of their ſituation, inſtead of reforming 
their private conduct, where the real exil 
generally lies, or of directing their Nope 
| by the clear light of religion, they have 
by winiy 


( 12 ) | | 
vainly ſought for happineſs . in a change of 
e eee 5 

Thus the Jews, when Fs had God wow 5 

ſelf for their king, ſought a king like the na- 

tions around them; and we are told that 

God gave them a king in his anger, and 
took him away in his wrath,” He with- 
held not from them their deſire, but by the 
wonderful diſpenſations of his providence, 
he puniſhed them for their rebellion againſt 
himſelf by granting it. That unhappy peo- 
ple, at preſent the ſcorn and outcaſt of all 

the nations of the earth, afford a ſtriking 

example to the world. Their private vices 
increaſed from age to age, and though they 

were often puniſhed, they never totally re- 
formed them; till at length they aroſe to 
ſuch a height of atrocity and unbelief, as 
to weary out the long- ſuffering of their 
indulgent God. In conſequence of this, 
their puniſhment came upon them like a 
flood; a foreign army threatened them 

| | | Ort: Jug ; | from 
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from without; and civil diſſention among 


themſelves completed their ruin. Thus 
dreadful example, let us learn “ not to be 
high- minded, but fear: For if God 
ſpared not the natural branches,” his 
own peculiar people, it becomes us to take 
heed leſt he alſo ſpare not us. 
All other nations have been dealt with 
in a manner ſimilar to the Jews; While 
they have been attentive to religion andi to 
the duties of morality, they have generally 


riſen in conſequence, power, and wealth; 


but when this power and this wealth have 
once introduced luxury and vice, they 
have fallen from their height with greater 


rapidity than they attained to it, and have, 


at length ſunk into inſignificancy and con- 


tempt. On account of their bad conduct 
in proſperity, Providence generally makes 


it the cauſe of their fall, and the inſtru- 
ment of their puniſhment. 


Thus, 


3 ů — 


_ + Thus, the Roman empire, while the inha-· 
bitants preſerved their manly virtues, and a 


— 
— 
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reſpect for their religion, abſurd as it-was, 
roſe in dignity and power. But no ſooner 
had the extent of their conqueſts introduced 


among them a love of eaſe and luxury, with 


their conſequences, licentioutneſs and im— 
patience of government, than that mighty 


empire crumbled into pieces; and the 


lordly Romans became an eaſy prey to 


the Goths and Vandals : nor have they ever 
-  Gince regained a fingle ſpark of their for- 


mer ſpirit; but ſtill remain vicious, effe- 
minate, cowardly, and ſuperſtitious. 
But, to paſs by the numerous examples of 
ancient times, which might be adduced to 
prove the neceſſity of private virtue in 
ſupporting nations, we ſhall turn our eyes 
to a modern kingdom; the crimes and pu- 
niſhment of which afford to us ſo dread- 


ful an example, as to be almoſt unparalleled 


in the annals of hiſtory. 


France 


C 
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high among the kingdoms of Europe; but 


the ſtorm: which has now burſt forth with 
ſuch afioniſhing violence, has been gather- 
ing for years, perhaps for ages; and is un- 
queſtionably the effect of individual vice 
become almoſt general. In external eir- 
cumſtances it appears to have been at the 
height of its glory in the reign of Louis 
XIV. and it ſhewed evident ſymptoms of 
decay in that of his ſueceſſor; during the 
latter part of whoſe reign, vice, luxury, 
and irreligion, rode triumphant through 
the nation, from the court to the cottage. 
The king gave himſelf up to the guidance 
of abandoned women, and allowed the na- 
tion to be governed by perſons without 
virtue and of no principle. The nobili- _ 
ty were licentious, tyrannical, and un- 
juſt; and the philoſophers were either 
Atheiſts or Deiſts, who, by ridiculing re- 
ligion, and undermining the law, ſpread 
. Atheiſm 


Atheiſm and turbulence among the bulk 
of the peopleQi. il dang 
The progreſs of vice indeedis'gratual, 
even when it is moſt malignant; and in this 

work of darkneſs we find it has been peculi - 
arly ſo The fences of morality and religion 
were ſo artfully ſapped as to create no alarm. 
The people were conducted from one ſtage 
of vice to another by eaſy ſteps, till at length 
moral virtue and religious faith were almoſt 
entirely baniſhed from a large portion of 
the nation; and, when the reſtraints of 
Chriſtianity loſt their power, it was an 
eaſy matter to undermine ſociety, and de- 
ſtroy the law. Nor is it difficult to find pre- 
tences to juſtify ſuch conduct; and with 
fair pretences, and high- ſounding words, 
it is equally eaſy to impoſe on the weak 
and ignorant, the giddy and vain. To 
men of ungoverned paſſions, and with ha- 
bits as unchangeable and permanent as 
the ſem of the Ethiopian, or the ſpots of the 
BY 3 | leopard, 
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_ tropurd;+ the reſtraints of lam muſt be & 


qually unpleaſant as thoſe of Chriſtianity 


had been in an earlier ſtage of their pro- 


greſs ; and the pretext of reform is ſo ſpe- 
cious as frequently to delude alike the re- 
formers and others. They may even pre- 


vail on themſelves to believe that reforma- 
tion and the good of the community is 


their only object; while their ſole efforts 
are directed to gratify ſome private paſ- 
ſion, or to miniſter to their own vanity, 
pride, and ambition. They do not perhaps 


then intend to turn all into confuſion, and 


to wade through a ſea of blood; but, as they 
proceed, they grow callous even to the 
dictates of common humanity. 

The prime movers of the French Revo- 
lution, doubtleſs, never meant, in the firſt 
ſtage of their political career, to drive 
things to ſuch a dreadful extremity as they | 
have fince attained, and would unqueſtion- 
ably have ſhuddered at the very thought of 

| C | it; 
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it; but a unlen attention to the hiſtory of the 
world, to ſcripture, and to the ways of Pro- 
vidence, would have taught them that no- 
thing better was to be expected. For“ the 
* beginning of ſtrife,” political ſtrife eſpe- 

« cially, is as one letteth out water, and, 
« the overflowings of ungodlineſs are like 
985 che overflowings of the ſea, which no 
power can ſtem, but that God, who ſaid, 
% Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no far- 
* ther, and here ſhall thy proud waves 
. "16 ſtayed.” But to the experience of 


paſt times, to the dictates · of the Deity, 


and to the advice and example of all ſober 
men, they paid no attention; and they 
have juſtly reaped the bitter fruits of their 
own raſh and inconfiderate labours. They 
| have all ſuffered (and they have involved 
their country in ruin) for their raſhneſs, 
their folly, and their guilt, They have 
fallen victims to the fury of others more 
Wr than . ; who have alſo in 
e | their 
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their turn ſhared the ſame fate from ano- 
ther party, or they drag out an inglorious 
exiſtence as exiles in a foreign land. "Nh 
| Such appears to have been the procedure 
of this political ſtorm, which unfortunate- 
ly: burſt on the head of a man who, in 
better times, would have proved/a bleſſing 
to his people, who had their good moſt ſin- 
| cerely at heart, and who was diſpoſed. to 
grant them that liberty which they certain» 
ly wanted, but which they had neither Vir» 
tue nor prudence enough to enjoy. So fluc- 
tuating is the ſtate of human grandeur, 
and ſo dangerous the ſtate of thoſe men, 
however virtuous they themſelves may be, 


who are in high ſtations at a period when 


power is uſurped by a lawleſs, ignorant, 
and vicious rabble, who, as the Apoſtle 
moſt powerfully reaſons, 6 walk after the 
4 fleſh in the luſt of uncleanneſs, and de- 


© ſpiſe government, Preſumptuous are 
they, ſelf-willed ; they are not afraid to 
* ſpeak 


62 | 
„ ſpeak evil of Gynifier. büt, du hacuit 


* brute beafts, ſpeak evil of the things theß 


underſtand not; and ſhall utterly periſh 
4 in their 'own corruptions : they ſport 
«themſelves With their own decervings, 
« they cannot ceaſe from fin, and beguile 
* unſtable ſouls. They are wells without 

water, clouds that are carried with a 
tempel, to whom the miſt of darkneſs is 
* reſerved for ever. For when they ſpeak 
great ſwelling words of vanity, they al- 
„ lure through the luſts of the fleſh, 
maſs „ through much wantonneſs, thoſe that 
« were clean eſcaped from them who live 
in error. While they promiſe them li- 
« berty, they themſelves are the ſervants 
of corruption; for of whom a man is 
* overcome, of the ſame is be brought in 


* bondage.” 

On theſe emphatic words of ot. roher, I 
ſhall make no comment; but leave you 
to whether they do not apply 

with 


with as much plainneſs and preciſion 


to the men who have for ſome time 


paſt borne rule in the diſtracted kingdom 
of France, as if they had been written for 
the occaſion. | Theſe infamous leaders of a 
a deluded people have now proceeded to 


ſuch a pitch of wickedneſs as has aftoniſh- 
_ ed all the nations of Furope. They have 
ſucceeded, too, beyond their moſt ſanguine 


| hopes, in accompliſhing their bloody pur- 


poſes, in baniſhing all order and all juſtice 
from their unhappy country ; and though 
many illuſtrious and many innocent per- 
| ſons have ſuffered, and are ſuffering, in 
conſequence of it, we cannot doubt but 
that, as a nation, it deſerved the dreadful 
puniſhment it has experienced. 

With ſuch an awful example before us, 
let us conſider our own ſituation; for the 
ſame ſanguinary demagogues have threat- 
ened to ſpread their principles and prac- 
tice through other nations, and to us they 

| bear 
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bear a mortal antipathy. Our danger is Fr 
the greater, when we reflect that we have 
among ourſelves men who are murmur- 
« ers, complainers, walking after their 

< own Juſts, who ſpeak great ſwelling. 

words, and who hold men's perſons in 
L admiration becauſe of ad vantage. 
Me have been often and confidently told 


indeed, and perhaps for no good purpoſe, 


that from Britons we have nothing to 
fear; and that the crimes which diſgrace 
France, are ſo repugnant to our nature and 
our character, as to be almoſt impoſſible. 
And indeed, we acknowledge and glory in | 

acknowledging that with all our faults as a 
nation, we ſtill poſſeſs many good qualities. 

We till retain our ancient bravery, we are 

ſtill generous, liberal, and humane; but 

let us not deceive ourſelves with general 
views of things, or lull ourſelves into ſe- 
curity, while there is a poſſibility of dan- 
ger. There are certainly many men a- 
| mongſt 


— 


cultivated minds eſpecially, lay a founda- 


LET. 


mongſt us, who are ready to take advan- 
tage of the firſt opportunity, which may 
be thought favourable for their purpoſes. 
The progreſs of- vice too, though always 
gradual, on ſome occaſions makes moſt ra- 
pid movements ; and our private vices are 
already fo great, as perhaps juſtly to de- 
ſerve the vengeance of an offended Deity. 

It deſerves likewiſe to be remarked, that 


thoſe men who have ſo loudly ſounded in 


our ears the horn of ſedition, have long 
laboured hard to infuſe their notions into - 


che lower claſſes of our people. They have 
endeavoured to make thoſe men the judges 


of the law, and reformers of the legiſla- 
ture; who have all their lives been em- 


ployed in manual labour, and whoſe edu- 


cation has been of the moſt contracted 
kind. This muſt naturally pave the way for 


_ diffatisfaQion, which: again leads to idle- 


neſs; and diſſatisfaction and idleneſs, in un- 


dion 


( 


tion for vices the moſt atrocious. In ſack 
circumſtances the pureſt minds may be 
led aſtray; for political depravity combin- 
ed with idleneſs and vice, advances like a 
torrent, and overwhelms all before it. Let 
us here reflect too, that our enemies though 
now perhaps the moſt ſavage of human 
beings, were conſidered not many years 
ago as humane, polite, and friendly; nor 
can we deny that their nation at large, 
poſſeſſed much of what has been called - 
the milk of human kindneſs. But the 
good part of them in their aſtoniſhment. 
and weakneſs, allowed themſelves. to be 
overpowered by thoſe who were already 
Tipe in wickedneſs, Many were. ſeduced, 
others were murdered, or lie concealed 
and inaQtive in the crowd, in ſome remote 
corner of the nation ; or are living in ba+ 
niſhment on the charity of foreigners, 
the miſerable ſpectators of their country's 
ruin. 


78 EO, Such 


(25) 
Such i the Gruation of France, and ſuch 
ate the miſeries which follow individual 
vice, when it has become general, or gain- 
ed an aſcendency'in any nation. With ſo 
awful a ſcene before our eyes, let us beware 
leſt we delude ourſelves like thoſe ſcoffers, 
of whom the Apoſtle ſays, that they ſhall 
_ exclaim, where is the threatening of his 
1 Ne for all things continue as they 
| ere; for though we have hitherto been 
ſpared, unleſs we make the proper uſe of 
the mercies vouchſafed us, the devouring 
feourge will certainly overtake us when we 
leaſt expect it; Nor is it enough merely, 
* to ſpread forth our hands and make 
© many prayers, which God declares he 
« will not hear, unleſs we alſo” waſh and 
make ourſelves clean, unleſs we put a- 
way the evil of our doings, ceaſe to do 
« evil; and learn to do well. Then, and 
4 ee. che Lord declares, that though 
N D Wks” bl Lour 
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* our r fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be made 


© white as ſnow, and though they be like 
* crimſon, they ſhall be as Wool. It we. 


de willing and obedient, we may yer eat 


the good of the land ; but if we refule 
« and. rebel, we ſhall be devoured with 
« the ſword, for the mouth of the Lord 
* hath ſpoken j WES os 
We have often aſl:mbled, in 2 
conteſts, in obedience to the commands of 
a pious Sovereign, to implore pardon of 
our. fins, and ſucceſs on our arms; and 
we have now for the third time, during | 
_ the, preſent more eventful period, aſſem- 
bled for the ſame purpoſe. On the ſecond 
_ occaſion, our danger was. much greater 
than it appeared to be on the firſt ; and 
ſuch has been the progreſs of our adverſa- | 
ries ſince chis laſt period, that our dan- 
ger is neee Boater now than it was 


tn) 
Pr perde. 8 For can it cititive 
be denied, that the erimes of sur enetnles 
are of à blacker die than our” own, yer 
| there is nothing improbable or unlikely 
in Rippoflig them to be inſtruments it the 
bands of Providence, for our putiiftimenr. 
Thus were the heathen nation repeately | 
employed*to puniſh the vices of che fers, 
thou gh their own vices were more numerous 
and n more flagrant; and thus wete the R6- 
mans, though then immerſed” in vice al. 
moſt beyond example, the deſtrbyers f 
Jeru ſalem, and the puniſhers of the final 
apoſtacy of its inhabitants. The Jews 
were highly favoured; and' on account of 
their diſobedience, they deſerved fignal 
puniſhment, 2 bach it is to rev ee 


— - 


our caſe. 
But ſuch is the indulgent” een 

of God, and ſuch his long - ſuffering mer- 
cy to nations, as to men, that there is 
yet a ”"Y left for ys to eſcape ; for he de- 
clares 


n 
clares chat at what inſtant he ſhall ſpeak | 
* concerning. a nation, and concerning a 

* kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, 

* and to deſtroy; if chat nation, againſt = 

| « whom. he. hath pronounced, turn from 

their evil, He will alſo repent him of the 
* evil. that he thought. to do unto them!” 
Such is the promiſe of our indulgent Crea- 
dor z and let us ſeriouſly ſet about perform- 
ing the conditions on which it is made; 
für as he is long-ſuffering; merciful, and 
kind, for the purpoſe of leading to repent- 
ance, ſo he becomes a conſuming fire, 
when his warnings are neglected. To us 
as a nation, his warnings have been fre- 

quent; ſometimes they have been mild, 

gentle, and inſinuating ; and at other times, 

they have borne a threatening aſpect. He 


has preached repentance and reformation - 


to us in 4 ſinall ſtill voice; and, as on the 
preſent occaſion, He has brought the fierce- 
| | a 


(. 29. )) 
mb of his anger almoſt to gur doors. 
Ie has, threatened to give us over into 
the hands of the heathen, and to cauſe, 
| ns tak e e But 

we have hitherto, it would appear, neglect- 
ed or deſpiſed all correction. We haye gone 
on from year to year, and from age to age, 
almoſt without thinking chat there is a 
God wha, judgeth the earth; and becauſe 
ſentence againſt anevil work is not executed 
ſpeedily, we have fooliſhly hardened our- 
ſelves in our former fins, and increaſed 
our dag. ae e, num- 
Let us ae „eee that a time will 
come, when mercy. ſhall give place to 
judgement, and when repentance ſhall be 
vain.— Already does it appear, that the 
* Lord hath come out of his place to pu- 
niſh the inhabitants of the earth for their 
* iniquity; to cauſe the earth to diſcloſe 
her blood, and to be nomore able to cover 
3 | her 


| 4 
Ber Alain.” And though the defroying 
feourgt” and"waſling army have not as” "yet ; 
reached our ſhores, let us not therefore feel 
fecure; bor the prefent may pofſihiy be the 
laſt Warning, which” even infinite mercy 
ain bechfaft to us; and if it be neglect⸗ 
ed) neither the ftrength of dur fleets, nor 
che number atid diſeipline of bur aftriies, 
can prevent the puniſhment'of our —_ 
cy: While, on the other hand, if 
the danger which threatens üs, we are — 
feriouſly to repent, and fincerely to reform 
our conduct; neither the number nor fa- 
vage fierceneſs and implacable hatred of 
_— enemies need make us afraid. wm | 
At length, then, it becomes us to kamm 
wiſdom ſrom the awful experience of other 
nations, and to beware how we treat the 
' warnings of che preſent eventful period. 
with the contempt or neglect which was 
thrown on the preaching of Noah, leſt, Bike 
* inhabitants of the old world, we be 
obliged 


G 


* obliged to acknowledge our folly and out 
guilt, when it is too late to avoid the con · 
ſequences, of- either. Let us, vhilſt it is 
yet in our power. turn unto. the Lord | 
with all our heart, and with faſting, and- 
with weeping, and with mourning ; and 
let us rent our hearts and not our gar- 
ments, and turn unto the Lord our God: 
e for he is gracious and merciful, flow to 
anger, and of great.kindneſs, * repent· 
eth him of the evil.“ | 

. Whilſt our fleets G4 armies are Ache 
ing in defence of our deareſt intereſts, our 
independence, our liberties, and our reli- 
gion, let each of us, by reforming his pri- 
vate conduct, inſure them ſucceſs; and, 
according to the will of God, let us with 
well · doing put to ſilence the ignorance of 
fooliſh men, and by the regularity of our 
conduct, and the fervency of our religion, 
let us render ineffectual the machinations | 
of a cruel. and renale enemy. Inſtead of 
7291 dwelling , 


4 
( 7 
4 
| * 
1 
1 
118 
ö 
| 


if 


1 ee SE IS 
oy — AN * 
2 — $5 * 
: 


( 


dwelling on political grievances Which 
have no exiſtence, or magnifying thoſe 
which have, let us, in our ſeveral ſpheres, | 


and as faras our influence extends;fpread in- 
dividual reformation and practical religion 


through the land: For lukewarmneſs in 


religion, and laxity in morals, are mutually 
the cauſes and effects of political depravi- 
ty, and uniformly precede national ruin. 
An irreligious and immoral man cannot 
poſſibly be a good ſubject, nor, on the o- 
ther hand, can a bad ſubject be truly re- 
ligious or ſtrict in his moral conduct. 
Hence, the extreme danger of diſtract- 
ing the minds of the lower claſſes with 
notions of political reform, which, even 
ſuppoſing it were neceſſary, they are of all 
others the worſt qualified to bring about. 
The direct conſequences of ſuch folly muſt 
be, as we have already mentioned, diſſatis- 
faction, vice, impatience of reſtraint, tur- 
bulence, and, in the end of the progreſs, 


CG a 1} 


ruin not to the ſtate only, and to thoſe in 
the 1 — _ . but to themſelres 5 
Wich this e which 
W of ages confirms, duly im- 
preſſed on our minds, let us remove the 
beam from our own eye before we attempt 
to remove motes from any thing without 
us; let us reform our own private conduct 
and principles; and the grievances which 
we complain of in the ſtate will vaniſh of 
courſe, and our government will reſt on 
a firmer baſis than any on which the in- 
genuity of man could otherwiſe place it. 
No human inſtitution ever was or ever 
can be perfect. lt is folly in the extreme 
to expect it, and it never is expected but 
by men who are totally ignorant of every 
principle of human nature, or by thoſe 
who, having loſt all power over themſelves, 
and who are impatient of all legal reſtraint, 
| make the deſire of perfection a pretence for 
Lit 5Y E promoting 
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promoting licentiouſneſs, Let us then, 
from the folly and the vices of others, 
learn experience ourſelves; and, without 
- meddling with things too high for us, let 
as firſt get rid of the flayery of fin; and the 
neceſlary | reſtraints. of civil government 
will feel leſs irkſome to us. 
While we juſtly brand ne with 
the odious title of Athieſts both in princi- 
ple and practice, let us beware leſt they, 
with equal juſtice, retort upon us one half 
of the charge; and leſt, by our irreligion 
and Eolnoralicice we give them reaſon 
to ſay that we ourſelves are not ſerious 
| believers of the holy religion which we 
profeſs. Thus, by our good works we 
ſhall give the lie to the malicious inſi- 
nuations of our adverſaries, whether fo- 
reign or domeſtic, and by uniting in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the power of his 
might, we ſhall put to filence and contempt | 
their folly and their ignorance,” Let us 
70012 ! uſe 
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u the 2 with which our religion und 


our country have made us free, as not a=. 


buſing it; and inſtead of employing ſo 
great a bleſſing for a cloak of maliclouſaels, . 


or to promote' the purpoſes of ſedition and 
licentiouſneſs, let us ſhew the world that 


we deſerve it, by promoting in our ſeveral 
ſpheres the influence of true and practical 
religion, and by becoming ourſelves in 
' ſpirit and in truth the ſervants of God. 
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